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Welcome to the January Newsletter
Ring out the oldring in the new as we welcome in the New Year, 2025!

When we were kids, it felt like the year 2025 was so very far into the-futeife
DEBYYbYY 2Z DY DBcl § DY Yihdstbecdmé & redity, Y
and consequently, we all have many more years of history behind us; mor
remember and reminisce abewtnd hopefully record, so keep taking those pictures
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You will no doubt recall that Graham was a founding member of the team tt
produced the Swindon Heritage Magazine, along with Frances Bevan and the
FWb2 UcCCBB. §Y zZBBDOD W PWOC WhEcC
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It was great to see so many of you at our Christmas party. Everyone that ptte
helped to make it a great evening, so thank you so much for coming along.
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would like to add your two penn‘orth to how we run our Society, please let us kno
Finally, you have seen how easy it is for others to share their stories in the newsl

hopefully you have enjoyed them. So, if you too want to share your own me¢mo
we would all love to read all about them. Please send your thoughts to either:

angie.phillips@ntiworld.com or info@theswindonsociety.co.uk
_ Happy'New:Year-to/all of our-members from _
o *ﬂ The Swindon Society %A:,
All the best fo2025! <

HadalorledindF A etMan g Fodarts Al |
12FhbruEe bortluary 2025

DilckitidMat t i c k

Ne xt mont h we | ook forward hear i njg
presentation al/l about Harold Flemijpng
foothball er

It has been said that, with regards |t
Beckham of -&ai yetymeskil ful pl ayer, b u
Woul&@nyou | ike to know? We know Swi
hi m, but there I €ombvabosgyamdoreind [0l

HOREO TEOY(SIEIEERYY OU THERE!
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ChristmasrParty 2024
11th December2024

We had another cracker of a Christmas party in December, as is our annuz:
tradition. We were greeted at the door this year and given a raffle ticket. |

managed to | ose mine by the time | 0c
because it was needed taurtable dlrhostswept thgy
board for raffle prizes, but | was not one of the lucky ones this year.

- .

i

11 December 20287:42 pm

The food and drink
offering more than
made up for the lack
of winning a raffle
prize however. Gina
performed her usual
wonderful job  of
sorting out the liquid
refreshments and

for all tastes, whetherft
you were indulging for
the evening or not.f7o
Foodwise, this year@
several members wers

some homemade
snacks, and they werg =8 - o
truly delicious. B |




The rest of the food was organised b
our committee members as always, al

evening away.

There were two paper quizzes talo
on each table- one was to work out the television programme from the
(sometimes cryptic) clues given. The other involved a multtptmce history quiz,

= ‘ ' with some of the
questions being of a
local nature and
some more general.
| was able to answer
the question about
Henry VI II

2 ; wife - phew! [
wasnot so good on some of the other
team members more than made up for i
quiz with both Angie and John Stook=™ ‘
providing us with a selection of fac
to try and work out the famousf{
Swindonian. Unfortunately, Diane
got a little bit overexcited and
guessed the Gil bf}
early on in the first quiz. In thg
second of these mirq'uizzes our teami

guessed Reuben George
earlyi s h, but c
heard at the back so
were unable to bask in
the glory of our local
knowledge! We made up
for it in the raffle, with

only two out of a table of six not winning
raffle prize. As ever, Diane did a brillia
job of organising it, with Jennie assistingf§

The evening veered slightly gfiste at the
end with a surprise contribution from Jo
Stooke of a slide show about Fredg



opportunity to begin the tidy
up. Many hands make lig
work, and that certainly waJys
the case for everyone whc==
lent a hand at the end of the eveningyour committee and refreshments team
certainly appreciated it.

Whilst the committee put together another fabulous evening of entertainment for
us, we could not hold a Swindon Society Christmas party without the members. S
we thank everyone who came along and partook of food, drink, quizzes and tt
raffle and look forward to Christmas 2025.

Kelly Blake - December 2024

PrNBEANIOYSYS HAHD
WE ydzt NB BRYR2Y [ 2YYSODNYF&KI Y |/

CSoNYzl NE ImiNRK R -Cf SYAyY 3
I aly C2NJ!ff {1mANMA&a al

al NOK wmH &l D2 { K2LILWAYy3I W2Ky {|i
L LINAE UK sgAYRIZKAE A& { 6AYRRE A

ale mMnuK{StSOGUSR {¢gAyR2y LYI 3|S:

t NEOSRSR o0é GKS ! Da
| 2YYAG SBESt [S

WdzyS MMUK dZYYSNJ hdzay3d 6¢. | 9FSNE 2

TdonlIY 2y GKS aSp:
| tFN] {OK22f> 2SSt Q2
SEOSLIi T2NJ Wdzy S> Wdz &

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE
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Extracts From The Garrard IAHouse Magazine

Close by the house where | lived as a boy lived the founder and Chairman g
the Garrard Engineering Company- manufacturers of clocks and record

changers.

The December 1955 Garrard house magazine has two interesting articles

which read as follows:

Christmas Greetings

When, in December 1919, 36 years ago, | put up the first Christmas
holiday notice in these works | concluded with words something like the
following:

OTHE MANAGEMENT TAKE THI S

HAPPI NESS I N THE NEW YEAROG.

My wish to all our employees today, now numbering over 2,500, is just the
same and just as sincere as it was to our 80 employees 36 years ago.

H. V. Slade

From a customer in New York- November 15th 1955
Sirs,

During a recent flood, my Garrard record player and changer was
completely under water for twenty four hours. A few days later | warmed
it in the oven overnight, dusted it off, installed a new needle , put a record
on and played it.

hink it better
My testimonial then, is to this effect: The Garrard changer is not only
submergible but submersible.

[ donot t wor ks

OPPOR
EMPLOYEES A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD HEALTH

t h aln

—

Sincerely
Jerome Beatty, Jr
Martin Robins - January 2025
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Wel come back to Beaney Corne
Everett selects a few photo
collection to share in the n

Here is another fabulous seélcuwrav
us know if you recognise anyone.
/| 2YLBE2Y
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Foreword

Christine Seniordés mother, Mur i el
childhood memories and has kindly allowed us to use them in the newsletter.

As Muriel has such detailed memories of her life, | have decided to publish it
In Instalments over the next few newsletters. | found her stories fascinating,
and | hope that you do too.

My Childhood'Memoriesi(Part:One

Our house was near the railway station in
Gloucester Terrace, a large, terraced house, 3
bedrooms, no bathroom upstairs. Bathing was in
a tin bath which was brought in and the water

Ne. 5 Gloucester Terrace

‘ (not Mur i

Later this was removed as gas water heaters were
on the market and a proper bath was installed

range. When not in use in the summer, mum

painted it a light colour but the
smell in winter as the paint burnt
off was a regular occurrence.

Mum (Vi) loved painting! Sometimes
she painted the lavatory seat green
and if we wereno
away with a sticky bottom! The
lavatory was in the back yard. We

| believe Gloucester Terrace would be ndarStand still as mum will clean the
where the phone boxes are situated in tifisP @ 1 nt br ush on
photo, and today, this site would be rougfjlyhandles were useful to use up that
where the Octagon Restaurant was. | ast drop of pai
said Oshould be

Mum had two doors put in, one between the kitchen and downstairs front
room. This was done when lodgers, Peggy and Jack left. Peggy and Jack hd
a motorbike which was kept in the small garage in the back garden and there
was a sycamore tree that we used to climb.

Dad (Fred) worked in the GWR factory and when cutting through the factory
grounds, | would sometimes see him working on a crane. He used to comg
home for dinner at midday. When the midday hooter went, this was the

el

used t o | augh an

id
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signal for mum to put the kettle
on as dad was always ready for a
drink before he had his dinner.

There were a few perks with the
job as pay was low. An allocated 555 | 3 '
amount of coal was delivered At | Schedule & duratio

free. | usually gave the coal man | for sounding
The Works hooter

an envelope with a twopenny tip.
A horse pulled the coal wagon
along the backs. Another perk was the Medical Fund, where medicine and
< treatment were available. The system
of getting a ticket with a number on
and waiting your turn was used until
quite recently. Dentistry was upstairs;
the building is still there in Milton
Road next to the swimming pools
which we also used. In X
wintertime mum dosed us -
up with cod liver oil and |
malt from the surgery.

We also had a Ilmlted \
number of free train ti ckets *
— — — and then privilege ones (I
think you had to pay something towards these). We were able to
visit relatives in London and have
wor kers were given a weekodos holida
for trip week to Devon and Cornwall, leaving around 7am on the Saturday.

We had a few frogs in the garden. [©
An old copper liner was buried in [
the garden surrounded by ferns g
and we put tadpoles in it (our only
pets).

Trip Crowds 1950s|. -|

We could see over the wall into the f&
back of the shops that were in a
nearby road; a sweet shop, aff
greengrocers and in the middle |
was a Devon Savouries Outside on
shelves were all the stale loaves of

bread, no wrapping- pickings for the birds, cats and mice. We went over to a
caf® on the corner opposite for ou

basin to put them in. Muriel Baker (nee Proffit)
To be continued... December 2024




Fee®d-bracenkouFiEesm Ouﬁﬂr‘a«g

L,’e
Decembeads | ssue
Fr om: Jack Hayward

@Qust a few words to thank you for the
and the newsy stories and gossipy ta
interesting things to be told.

I was touched by the article of Georgi
Ray mond Dunn who | ost hi s i fe while
Parachute Regi ment in Northern I|Irelan
since growing up together as childre
remembered by Georgina while visiting
The story of Quantock Motors &iyd Maff t ¢ g
intrigues of Swindon”"s other |line by Ni
in some of our memori es, I have part.i
Town Station, | "1l | eave that to see |
Nowviesmb:er | ssue
Fr om: Mervyn Hewlett
©@hank you for the newsletter, I enj g

photographer Richard Wi |l e took me ba
r

nt

at the old Moredon Seconda y school
took our class for a techni cFaolr dsroammei
unknown to me the c¢class had to wal k f
t hat is in Cheney Manor Road. I won
Richard; | would be interested to know
(We did eRiqmliarmd does not think he | s) 1
@ worked as a mechanical engineering
Kembrey St#®é&tc)(19A0ter my apprentice
for the ticket i ssuing machines that
bus company. The machines were retur
wheels that printihdlveé he ket cketoosn t he t
Swindon Corporation machine that | did
There is one more question | woul d |
Swi ndonGr-p¥lydss there an index to the
| ocations as | would I|ike to take a g
Horsell who were mB7dDoest(anyohpei kaa w ]
Fr om: Chris Barry who is connected to

Chri s@Gwoaiedy to see the Dragon®y feat
t hanks
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Ocdiho ber |l ssue

Fr om: Mervyn & Mary Hewlett

@l ease pass on my thanks to Angie, we
so informative and interesting. The Oc
as | knew Bob Townsend from the days
of the Riley register mot or club. W
Vintage car enthusiasts often have | o
made | i ke that anymorel! We both were
Swindon was in the past. I am eighty
when we met wup. Through knowing Bob m)

Di ane Everett which we enjoy very much,;

y ou Angi e and t he me mber s o f Swi ndo

n

i nformation on how Swindon has changed

articles bring back mainly happy memor

i €

Where Was This:TakerPlase;letus know:if you know

We have a few mystery imag

identified. Each month, if the
is space, | will include one in {
newsletter to see if anyone ¢
work out the location d

Please contact us if you ha
any information. Here is tf

angie.phillips@ntiworld.com

tBBDY-b-WwYDbLO LU
TB tBEDYbWYbLOD B
anyone knew the location of t
photo to the left. Unfortunately thef
were no takers so we are ndhe-
DzOYb WO CB D2ZY
leave it here so that you can all h
another look. Let me know
something comes to mind.
info@theswindonsociety.co.uk

occasion depicted in the phota.

second one: Please email md:

es

in our archive that need to be
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Hancesc kKcarMagrl borough Road 191

Westcott ¥Hleanoé i-ODRve) Unknown
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