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C\ p Welcome to the Summer Newsletter

o\ We hope you have had a lovely summer break, we have certaiply |
lots of lovely sunshine!
TCLDO ZWby CB WYl 2YDPY CZWC DY -
kicking off with David Bedford, in his usual September slot in o
y programme. David always puts on a great show of Swindon image
-~ Whatever the theme.

=

For the first time in a few years we have a full complement of committee memb
and this is already making a huge difference to the organisation that goes on| bet
the scenes. So, thank you once again to Debra and Peter Melsom for voluntgerir

As you may already know, our meetings continue to take place at Godd}d F

School, but we have been asked to move into a different hall, for logistical reas:
Hopefully, you will all have received information detailing how to access the n

hall, which is accessible from the rear of the building. We can still use the car p
at the front and back, but we are asking if the more-ladsdiied members could
please use the front car park if possible, leaving the rear car park for our les$ m«
members that may find it a challenge to walk around the building.
§YbY DY zZzB CZYB, zCLO W BYD YZWBCYp
you all back again in September!
angie.phillips@ntiworld.com

The Tour

S by
3 Andy Binks
& Diane Everett

14th May 2025
After the formalities of the AGM
were dealt with in the usual whirlwind
fashion, Mayds med
to the goodbit - our evenind @resentation.
This month, in a slight change to the program
Andy and Diane were reisiting a previous talk by
Bob Townsend, which was old photos of New Swindon in a photographic tour of the
area. Diane and Andy zipped through these (obviously on a roll from the AGM), s
there may be one or two details | miss

It began with a photo of a decorated Swindon Corporation Tram and was followed uj

by the Coop Bakery in Station Road and then one of it in the midst of being

demol i shed. Next, it was on to the Qu
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holiday photo in 1906. We moved on to th
Railway Mission in Wellington Street in t
1960s, then round to Cheltenham Stre( £}
(according to my notes) where we saw a pho;
of A.E. Tunley who had an art shop and wag
picture framing specialist. Except a quick se
online to verify a dg
writing so quickly 1 &
| have written is accurate) has thoroug
confused the issueour esteemed colleagues in Local Studies have the shop located ¢
the corner of Fleet Street and Gloucester Street, whereas our equally esteemed loc
history colleagues of the Radnor Street Cemetery have the shop located on the corne
of Cheltenham Street and Milford Street which later expanded into Gloucester Stree
and then moved to Fleet Street. Knowing the area has undergone an awful lot
redevelopment since the photo we saw was taken, | will hedge my bets and say tha
was definitely located somewhere in one or more of those streets! Please do email ot
newsletter editor if you are able to confirm the location for me.

We then saw a photo of Duck, Son &
Pinker in 1982, which was also in that
area but most definitely on Milford Street
(several sources have confirmed!), prior
to its demolition.
nearby, on the corner of Milford Street
and Cheltenham Street and the photo we
saw was from ¢c1968. Staying in this
locale we then had a photoof Cheltenham
Street from around 1890. Then it was on
to the Incognito club, pictured in 2010, which was originally the YMCA on Fleet Stree
(and this is where | dm glad | double c
Street!). Then it was an image from the 1860s of the Baptist Church on Fleet Stre
followed by a later image of Duck, Son & Pinker in their Fleet Street premises.

Beal eds
: _Cheltenham Stree

EditordghepopéotosoCaBéd&abe the corner of Mi/l flor
(above right) clearly shows the buil ding oppos

However, the photses O&bdAveE |unl)eyhas no [ nfti
presumably this i s the corner of M /sftarld &totnda
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We then moved around the corner to Bridge Street ang
a photo of the Albion Sports & Social Club in 2011,
the rear of which was the Baptist School buildirjie
previously adjoining the Fleet Street church we sils
earlier until it was demolished. Moving further on
little, we were then shown an image of Bridge Street
Regent Street flooded in the 1950s.

Our sojourn around New Swindon was briefl
interrupted by a lovely Beaney photo of Bob Townse
and his brother John. Then it was back to business v
a photo of the opening day of Swindon Corporatio
Tramways on 22 September 1904. We then saw Weaver to Wearer and Keogh
Brothers at 44 and 45 Bridge Street and the Lipton shop at 35 Bridge Stree
Remaining on Bridge Street, a more modern photo of Suite Superstore was the ne
shop we saw at no. 54, pictured in 2010. This was followed by a move further up t
Regent Street - however the
photo we were shown was a row of
terraced houses in the 1860s; not
recognisably Regent Street at all.
More familiar was the next image of
Burtons at 92 Regent Street and the
muchmissed Marks & Spencer at-85
87 Regent Street. We then saw the
2009 refresh of Golden Lion Bridge
mural by Ken White, which is on the
gableend of a house in Medgbury

Regent Street 19605 ’

Road. (In(:|dentally this has ju
had a third refresh by local artis}
Tim Carroll in the last few weeks.}

Lion Bridge in 1918 and a photo ¢
the lion sculpture that now stands
in the location of where the bridgej
was at the junction of Bridge Stree§
and Canal Walk. The sculptor waj
Harry Carleton Attwood, who also |
created the Harold Fleming statue
at the County Ground.We then saw thecanalas it wasn 1906 and theking George V

coronation decorations in Regent Street in 1911. And that was where it erddat

least for those of us who were serving up the drinks and biscuits. | think there ma
have been some sneaky extra photos whilst we were preparing the refreshments, bu

didndét quite catch them I 6m afraid.
our | ate member Bob Townsend, |1 8&6m only
details. Kelly Blake - May 2025
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A Sad Piece of Wartime History

Foreword: We had an enquiry via our Facebook page recently which wi
emalled to all of our members in the hope that someone could help.

One of our members, Jon Long, took up the query and contacted Z
Fennell, who is the Bereavement Services Officer for Swindon Borou
Council, based at Kingsdown Crematorium. Zoe was able to provide
following information.

On 10th November 1945, a working party of twentytwo Italian POWSs
was en route from their camp at Kingsdown, Swindon, to their wor
location. Unfortunately, there was an accident. The lorry transportin
them came off the road and slammed into a house in Swindon Road
Stratton and turned over. Four of the Italian POWSs died at the scene.

hospital.

Over the years, multiple enquiries have been made about those involvg
in this sad incident but as there were no names given so it was literal
impossible to search the records.

However it rang a belll in Zoeds
She finally found the information below which has been passed to thos
who were making enquiries.

| t was known t hat f i v e Noeembet 1945 arné

with this, listing them as:
1  SERGIO ARSUFFI 1  LUIGI MALAGRINO
1 BRUNO BIANCHI 1  PIETRO MARCHETTI
1 NICOLA DI PAOLO

The sixth, GIACOMO GIOIELLI, died on the 1libvember 1945.

Cemetery in Swindon but they were exhumed on 2nAugust 1957 and
reinterred at Brookwood, Surrey.

As they were exhumed there is no longer anything recorded at Whitwor
Road Cemetery.

fifth died on the way to hospital and a sixth died overnight at Strattom

The Italian POW victims, were originally interred at Whitworth Rogd
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the Commonwealth War Graves Commission online database concurs
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FACEBOOK él

| Have you seen
page recent
Kevin does a f
we now have wé
. . . and a half tho
The Swindon Society - recording
the changing face of Swindon Do@&w f orget t o
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BEANEYCORNER |
Wel come back to Beaney Corne r| e
Everett selects a few photo > [
collection to share in the n [
Hersanotdiregat s dluddadiB®enech AV e
no humps in the road, j ust hor s efs!
anybody. More next mont h!
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